
 
Fact Sheet 

SEVIS Fee Payment Form I-901   
 
The website for instructions and to submit an online application or download a paper form is www.fmjfee.com.  
 
Who is required to pay the fee? 
Anyone seeking a visa from an embassy or consulate abroad for initial attendance (F1) at a school approved by the Student and 
Exchange Visitor Program (SEVP), or for initial participation in an exchange visitor program (J1) designated by the Department 
of State (DOS) must pay the fee.   
 
How much is the fee? 
For students (F1)  $200 
For exchange visitors (J1) $180 
For spouses and dependent children of students (F2) or exchange visitors (J2) No fee 
 
How can the fee be paid? 

1. Electronically, by completing Form I-901 through the Internet and paying with a credit card. The Internet is fastest. It also 
speeds the processing step because the online form minimizes the chances for error. If you file your Form I-901 online 
and pay with a credit or debit card, you can print a receipt immediately. You also will receive a receipt printed on a Form 
I-797 in the mail. 

 
2. By mail, using Form I-901, and including a check or money order drawn on a U.S. bank and payable in U.S. dollars. Mail 

service varies throughout the world, so we suggest allowing at least 2 weeks for delivery.   
 
3. By someone else. If you want to have someone in the U.S. pay the fee on your behalf, send them either a copy of your 

completed Form I-901 or provide the correct personal and school or exchange visitor program information to the person 
who completes the I-901 for you. The person who pays the fee must attach the copy of the I-901 to the payment they 
submit; otherwise the payment cannot be processed and will be returned based on the address provided.  You also may 
have someone else pay your fee on line. The person may complete the I-901 and pay by credit card or check.  

 
4. By using Western Union.  This option is available in any country where Western Union offers its Quick Pay service.  The 

instructions along with a completed sample of the Western Union form can be found on the internet.  The website is:  
http://www.ice.gov/sevis/i901/wu_instr.htm 

 
When can I get the visa? 
The SEVIS fee must be paid and fully processed before the applicant arrives at the consulate for the visa appointment. Allow at 
least 3 days for payment processing before going to the consulate. 
 
For those nonimmigrants who do not need a visa to enter the U.S. as a student or exchange visitor (e.g., Canadian citizens), the 
fee must be paid and fully processed before applying for entry at a U.S. port of entry. 
 
A receipt will be sent by mail to the address that you indicate with your payment. For those who pay the SEVIS fee online, a 
payment confirmation can be printed out immediately after the payment is made, and used as a receipt until the mailed receipt is 
received.  We recommend that you take your receipt to the visa interview. 
 
Having a receipt for the SEVIS fee payment will make the visa process easier. However, if you are unable to print a receipt from 
an online payment, and/or do not receive your mailed receipt in time for the visa interview, you can still go to your interview as 
long as your fee has been processed by the Department of Homeland Security. 
 
How long is the fee valid? 
The SEVIS fee is valid for twelve (12) months from the date of the initial application. If the applicant is unsuccessful in obtaining 
a visa, he/she may apply again for the same or different program within 12 months without having to pay the SEVIS fee again, 
as long as the fee payment for the program is the same as the amount initially paid. 
 
How can I get assistance with this process?  

• Call the Form I-901Customer Service Hotline in the U.S. at 1-212-620-3418 (Available from 8 am to 6 pm Central time 
Monday through Friday).  If you do not have internet access, they can mail the I-901 form to you. 

• Visit the SEVIS website at www.ice.gov/sevis/i901. This website offers fact sheets and Frequently Asked Questions 
about the fee process. 

• Email:  fmjfee.SEVIS@DHS.gov . Use this email only when you have a question that cannot be answered by checking 
the website or calling the Customer Service Hotline 
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