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Dear Colleague:

Graduate students surmount many obstacles in pursuit 
of their educational goals. They meet rigorous admission 
requirements and  demonstrate their capabilities throughout 
their studies. By doing so they earn the privilege of having 
access to outstanding faculty and university resources. 

Virginia Tech has an excellent reputation for identifying 
and recruiting quality graduate students. The following list 
shows the breadth of these students’ accomplishments in 
being awarded fellowships, scholarships, and other honors 
this past academic year.  Funding for the awards comes from 
both internal and external sources. Many of the brightest 
students today are receiving  awards from benefactors whose 
philanthropic visions many years ago foresaw the potential 
for Virginia Tech to become a top research institution. 

The Graduate School is very pleased to provide this record 
of merit acknowledging graduate students of distinction at 
Virginia Tech.

                                                  Karen P. DePauw
                                                  Vice President and Dean 
                                                   for Graduate Education 
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Outstanding Graduate Student Awards

The Graduate School sponsors awards in several categories of outstanding merit, 
including outstanding students from each college and outstanding dissertation. The 
Alumni Association sponsors the graduate teaching assistant and service excellence 
awards. 

 
2009 Outstanding Dissertation Award - Humanities, Business and 
Social Sciences

Jonson Miller, Science and Technology in Society

	
2009 Outstanding Dissertation Award - Science, Mathematics and 
Engineering

Matthew Dyer, Genetics, Bioinformatics and Computational Biology

2009 Dissertation Commendation Award  - Humanities, Business and 
Social  Sciences 

 	 John Leslie Ford, Human Development

2009 Dissertation Commendation Award - Science, Mathematics and 
Engineering 

 	 Russell Travis Belote, Biological Sciences

2009 Graduate Teaching Assistant Excellence Award
	 Linsey Barker, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Sunny Crawley, Biological Sciences

2009 Graduate Teaching Excellence Commendation Award 

	 Laura Levi Altstaedter, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Zachary E. Lewis, Physics                                                                                    

2009 Graduate Student Service Excellence Award
	 Christina Newman, Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences

2009 Graduate Student Service Commendation Award   

	 Meredith Katz, Sociology

2009  Graduate Man and Woman of the Year Awards 
Criteria for this award are involvement in professional organizations, campus activities, 
contribution to knowledge through research, teaching, and scholarship, contribution to the 
graduate community and commitment to diversity.

Tremayne Waller,  Curriculum and Instruction

Laura J. Freeman, Statistics
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2009 Outstanding Graduate Student  
The Graduate School established this award in 2001 to recognize the most outstanding        
master's and doctoral students selected by an honorifics committee in each college. 

College of Agriculture and Life Sciences

	 Master’s:  Preston H. Brown, Entomology

	 Doctoral: Joseph W. McFadden, Dairy Sciences

College of Architecture and Urban Studies

Master’s:  Emily M. Howard, Public Administration/Public Affairs

Doctoral: Yong Han Ahn, Building Construction

College of  Liberal Arts and Human Sciences

	 Master's:  Lindsey Newman, History

	 Doctoral: Hyuksoo Kwon, Curriculum and Instruction

College of  Engineering

	 Master’s:  Jacob Grohs, Engineering Mechanics 

	 Doctoral: Mehdi Nikkhah, Mechanical Engineering

College of  Natural Resources

	 Master’s:  Amy L. Carrozzino, Fisheries and Wildlife

	 Doctoral: Fernando Navarro, Macromolecular Science and Engineering

College of  Science 

	 Master’s:  Theresa A. Detrie, Geosciences

	 Doctoral: Michael J. Kavic, Physics

Pamplin College of Business

	 Master’s:  Matthew D. Harry, Business Administration

	 Doctoral: Bige Saatcioglu, Marketing

Virginia-Maryland Regional College of Veterinary Medicine

	 Master’s:  Heather Graham, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

	 Doctoral: Christopher Ober, Biomedical  and Veterinary Sciences

2008 William Preston Thesis Award
The William Preston Society presents this award to a student whose master’s thesis           
presents the best original research with potential to benefit all people.

Nicole R. West, Geosciences 

Robert Paul Murray, History
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Research Symposia Awards

Research symposia provide a professional forum for accomplished graduate students to 
present their research findings.  

25th Annual Graduate Research Symposium and Exhibition Award
The Graduate Student Assembly presents this annual symposium with sponsorship from the 
Provost’s Office, colleges and the Graduate School. 

Agricultural and Animal Sciences

First Place:		 Daniel Frank, Entomology

Second Place:	 Heather Tucker, Dairy Sciences

Third Place:	 Lacey Jenson, Entomology		

Engineering

First Place:		 Rhonda D. Phillips, Computer Science

Second Place:	 Aly M. Tawfik, Civil and Environmental Engineering 

Third Place:	 Mehdi Nikkah, Mechanical Engineering

		

Science

First Place: 	 Elitsa A. Ananieva-Stoyanova, Biochemistry

Second Place: 	 Nikorn Pothayee, Macromolecular Science and Engineering

Third Place: 	 Michael T. Perfetti, Chemistry

		

Social Sciences, Architecture & Humanities

Second Place: 	 Bryce Jorgensen, Human Development

		

Oral Presentations

 First Place:	 Jennifer Sottosanti, Animal and Poultry Sciences

 First Place:	 Naveen Surendran, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Second Place:	 Heather Graham,  Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Second Place:	 Jared D. Heffron, Biological Sciences

Third Place:	 William Jordan Busse, Philosophy
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20th Annual Veterinary Medicine Research Symposium

Presentations

First Place Ph.D:	 Pergentino Balbuena, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Second Place Ph.D:	 Parthiban Rajasekaran, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences 

First Place MS:	 David A. Geiger, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Second Place MS:	 James Cissell, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Posters

First Place Ph.D:	 Murali Mallela, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Second Place Ph.D:	 Deena Khan,  Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

First Place MS:	 Sarah Davies, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Second Place MS:	 Vrushali Chavan, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

2009 Paul E. Torgersen Graduate Research Excellence Award 
This award, named after Virginia Tech’s 14th president, was established in 1990 to recognize and 
reward distinguished research in graduate engineering studies. 

Master's Presentations

First Place:		 Michael (Ben) Johnson, Biological Systems Engineering	

Second Place:	 Carolyn Hampton, Biomedical Engineering and Sciences

Third Place:	 Yaoshun Jia, Electrical and Computer Engineering	

Ph.D. Presentations

First Place:		 Rajesh Sudarsan, Computer Science                                                                       

Second Place:
	

Anoop Varghese, Engineering Science and Mechanics

Third Place:	 Sung Yeul Park, Electrical and Computer Engineering	

Master's Poster Presentations

First Place:		 Michael Sano, Engineering Science and Mechanics

Second Place:	 Matthias Hofman, Electrical and Computer Engineering

Third Place:	 Mohammad Zareian-Jahroni, Electrical and Computer       	
		  Engineering

Ph.D. Poster Presentations

First Place:		 Lee D. Bryant, Civil and Environmental Engineering	

Second Place:	 William Miles, Chemical Engineering

Third Place:	 Brijesh Raghavan, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering
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National Capital Region 6th Annual Graduate Research Symposium
Sponsored by the Northern Virginia Graduate Student Assembly, this symposium provides 
an opportunity to showcase research in programs ranging from architecture to science and 
technology.

	 First Place:		 Arnold Boedihardo, Computer Science

	 Second Place:	 Feng Chen, Computer Science

	 Third Place:	 Weiping He, Computer Science	 	

2nd Annual Biological Systems Engineering Graduate Student Organization 
Research
Best Oral Presentations: 	

	 First Place:       Ahmad Athamneh, Biological Systems Engineering

	 Second Place:  Marissa Duff, Biological Systems Engineering

	 Third Place:      Michael (Ben) Johnson, Biological Systems Engineering

Best Poster Presentations:		

	 First Place:       Zhiguang Zhu, Biological Systems Engineering

	 Second Place:  Leslie Clark Hopkinson, Biological Systems Engineering

	 Third Place:      Jonathan P. Resop, Biological Systems Engineering
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Fellowships, Scholarships, Awards and Grants
The various  funding awards described here come from many different sources both  internal and 
external to the university. Awards are typically given on a competitive basis. Internal scholarships 
and awards are often named for distinguished faculty and former alumni who have maintained 
close ties with Virginia Tech. 

AARP Virginia Tech Memorial Fund for Gerontology
This is an award established in the Center for Gerontology as a memorial to the 32 students and 
faculty killed April 16, 2007 and is used to encourage students to prepare for careers that advance 
the issues of aging.
	 Matthew Komelski, Human Development

A. B. Massey Honorarium
This award was established in 1965 by alumni and friends to honor Professor A. B. Massey and 
is presented by the College of Natural Resources for outstanding academic and professional 
leadership.

	 Richard K. Johnson, Wood Science and Forest Products

	 Robert Leaf, Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences

	 Stephen Andrew Predmore, Forestry

	 Melanie B. Stine, Geography

Academy of Athens, Greece Fellowship
	 Nikolaos Apsilidis, Civil and Environmental Engineering

 Academy of Human Resource Development
 This award was for one of the top ten papers presented at the organization's research conference. 
AHRD is a global organization governed by and created for the Human Resource Development       
scholarly community of academics and reflective practitioners.
	 Tina M. Chindgren-Wagner, Human Development

Accounting and Information Systems - Graduate Student Teaching Award
	 Christopher T. Edmonds, Accounting and Information Systems

Advance VT Fellowship
The National Science Foundation ADVANCE program is designed to increase the participation 
and advancement of women in academic science and engineering careers through comprehen-
sive and creative strategies aimed at institutional transformation.

Leigh Harrell, Educational Research
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Ane Johnson, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

 Agilent Engineering and Technology Award
 First place winner of the Agilent-sponsored award. Agilent is a measurement company that        
advances electronics, communications, life sciences and chemical analysis.
	 Harpreet Singh Dhillon, Electrical and Computer Engineering

Alexander L. Meszaros Leadership Award
Former university provost Peggy Meszaros established this award in honor of her husband
who encouraged her to pursue leadership opportunities throughout her career.			 
	 Crystal Duncan Lane, Human Development

Alice W. Johnson Scholarship
The memorial scholarship assists students who wish to pursue their career and licensure in           
science education.
	 Alexandria Gallo, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Alice H. Lee, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Jessica Preskitt, Curriculum and Instruction

Alpha Epsilon Lambda Graduate Honor Society
This is the only honor society devoted exclusively to graduate and professional students 
to recognize academic excellence and leadership to enrich the intellectual environment of 
higher education institutions. Inductees for 2008-09 are:

Carlton Davis Bailey, III, Health and Physical Education

Kimberly A. Baker, Public Administration/Public Affairs

Tracey Cameron, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

Brittany Jean Carr, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Amine Chigani, Computer Science

Kathryn Webb Farley, Public Administration/Public Affairs

Laura J. Freeman, Statistics

Fleur Gooden, Planning, Governance & Globalization

Dmitri D. Iarikov, Chemical Engineering

Michelle McLeese, Sociology

Lindsay C. Moss, Hospitality and Tourism Management

Nicole M. Rishel, Public Administration/Public Affairs  

Aly M. Tawfik, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Alpha Pi Mu National Award of Excellence 
Alpha Pi Mu is an industrial engineering honor society.
	 Linsey Barker, Industrial and Systems Engineering



9

Alstrom-CPES Fellowship
Alstrom Transport and the Center for Power Electronic Systems at Virginia Tech sponsor 

this fellowship to support exploratory research in power integration.
	 Guangyin Lei, Materials Science and Engineering

Amelia Earhart Fellowship
This fellowship is for women pursuing a doctoral degree who demonstrate a superior aca-
demic record in the field of aerospace-related sciences and engineering.

Laura J. Freeman, Statistics

American Association for Agricultural Education - Southern Region                    
Conference
First runner-up paper presentation. 

	 Richard J. Rateau, Agricultural and Extension Education

American Association of Marriage and Family Therapy Fellowship
This organization's Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration supports this 
fellowship to expand the delivery of these services to underserved minority populations and to 
increase the number of doctoral level ethnic minority marriage and family therapists.                                                               

Narkia Green, Human Development

Tenille Richardson, Human Development

American Association of University Women Dissertation Fellow
The organization has been  supporting women scholars since 1888.                                                               

Heather Switzer, Planning, Governance and Globalization

American Fisheries Society - Virginia Chapter Award
	 Robert T. Leaf, Fisheries and Wildlife

American Marketing Association -Marketing and Society Award
For the best marketing and public policy dissertation paper.

Bige Saatcioglu, Marketing

American Society of Mechanical Engineers/Virginia Tech Memorial 
Scholarship
This scholarship was established shortly after the April 16, 2007 tragedy and is managed 
by the ASME Foundation.
	 Justin Klein, Mechanical Engineering

American Society of Naval Engineers Scholarship
This society advances the knowledge and practice of naval engineering in public and private 
applications and operations,



10

Andrew Bloxom, Ocean Engineering                                                                       
David Donnelly, Ocean Engineering

American Water Resources Association Conference Presentation
First place poster presentation at the Conference on Riparian Ecosystems and Buffers.
	 Andrea Ludwig, Biological Systems Engineering

Bank of America Award
	 Garvit Bhandari, Business Administration

	 Tejas Gabani, Business Administration

Bente Flatland Award
A client endowed a scholarship in Dr. Flatland's name (class of 1993, veterinary medicine) in             
gratitude for her excellent care of the client's dog.
	 Heather Graham, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Biological Systems Engineering Department Student Awards
Outstanding master's student:
	 Zhuo Li

Outstanding doctoral student:
	 Naresh Budhavaram	

Bradley Fellowship
This award was established in 1987 by Mrs. Marion Bradley Via in honor of her father, 
Harry Lynde Bradley, who was a Virginia Tech alumnus (1912) and a benefactor of the           
Bradley Department of Electrical and Computer Engineering to award outstanding students 
of the department. 

 	 Daniel H. Friend

	 William C. Headley

	 Ryan E. Irwin

	 Nathan D. Kees

	 Evan M. Lally

	 Parrish E. Ralston

	 David C. Reusch

	 John Benson York

	 Phillip A. Zellner

Brian R. Bluhm Memorial Fellowship
This award was established in memory of a civil engineering doctoral student.                          	
	 Matthew B. James, Civil and Environmental Engineering     

Center for Gerontology - Futures Board Scholarship                        		
	 Kristen Pujari, Counselor Education
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C. H. Wan Award
Established by Professor R. K. P. Zia in honor of C. H. Wan, a teacher who inspired and    
encouraged many youngsters who aspired to be physicists, for excellence in scholarship        
and research in the stochastic processes. 

	 L. Jonathan Cook, Physics                                                                                             	
	 Sven Dorosz, Physics

Charles M. Forbes Fellowship
This fellowship is in honor of the friendship between the namesake (class of 1949), a former 
vice president for development and university relations, and Henry J. Dekker (1944), a gradu-
ate of Pamplin College.

 	 Adam Birkett, Business Administration                                                                 	

	 Douglas Hallock, Business Administration

Charles Via and Marian Via Ph.D. and Master’s Fellowship
The Via Scholars Program awards Ph.D. and MS fellowships to outstanding students for 
graduate study in all areas of civil and environmental engineering. 

 Ph.D. Via Fellows

	 Zaeinulabddin M. Adam

	 Tiffany E. Adams

	 Adam G. Bowland

	 Lee D. Bryant

	 Benjamin T. Cross

	 Kacie C. D'Alessandro

	 Christina C. Davis

	 Morgan A. Eddy

	 Martha E. Gross

	 Kathryn A. Gunberg

	 Rebecca A. Halvorson

	 Ann E. Jeffers

	 Bernard L. Kassner

	 Lashun E. King

	 Lori Koch

	 Laura H. Kosoglu

	 Randi Lieberman

	 Justin D. Marshall

	 Michael P. McGuire

	 Jennifer H. Miller
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	 Caroline K. Nguyen

	 John E. Petrie

	 Emily A. Sarver

	 Matthew K. Swenty

	 J. Ashley Warren

	 Christopher A. Wilson

	 Michael Woodworth

 M.S. Via Fellows

	 Kyle Blakley

	 Rachel T. Finch

	 Shannon P. Hapuarachy

	 Andrew B. Hardyniec

	 Crysta Highfield

	 Kurt J. Schimpke

	 Craig M. Shillaber

	 Elizabeth A. Skvarenina

Chevron-Phillips Travel Award
	 Naresh Budhavaram, Biological Systems Engineering

Clare Boothe Luce Graduate Fellowship
This highly competitive fellowship was established to encourage women 
to enter, study, graduate and teach in the sciences, mathematics and engineering.
	 Stacy Branham, Computer Science

College of Engineering Dean’s Teaching Fellowship
	 Matthew Ryan Catlett, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering

	 Erin Crede, Engineering Education

	 Rhonda D. Phillips, Computer Science

	 Karen Mary Scott, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering

	 Aly Tawfik, Civil and Environmental Engineering

College of Engineering Diversity Award
	 Tremayne Waller, Curriculum and Instruction

College of Science Roundtable Make-a-Difference Scholarship
The Roundtable scholarship, established by distinguished VT alumni, recognizes graduate students 
who will make a significant difference to the college and the world outside the university.
	 Kwang-Hyung Kim, Biological Sciences
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CONACYT Scholarship
Awarded to graduate students from the national science foundation of Mexico. 

	 Leon Gay Alanis, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Adriana Barri, Animal and Poultry Sciences

	 Maria G. Bravo Vinaja, Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences

	 German Montalvo Catano, Mechanical Engineering

	 Ciro Velasco Cruz, Statistics

	 Martin Hernandez Marin, Geosciences

	

Construction Management Association of America-National Capital 
Chapter Scholarship                                                                                                                
This scholarship is for graduate students who promote and enhance leadership, professionalism        
and excellence in managing the development and construction of projects and programs.
	 Cecilia Arrington, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Kyle Jacocks, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Alison St. Clair, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Council of Graduate Schools/UMI Distinguished Dissertation Award
Thomas Rondeau, Electrical and Computer Engineering

Dan Fleming Scholarship
This scholarship, named for emeritus professor of social studies education Dan Fleming,             
is awarded to students based on academic achievement, extra-curricular leadership and             
community service.
	 Elizabeth Lyon, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Ryan Updike, History

David and Lillian Francis Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship is for research emphasizing longer, safer and healthier lives.

Jenni Popp, Biomedical Engineering and Sciences

David W. Mustian Memorial Fellowship
Tejas Gabani, Business Administration

Dean’s Diversity Assistantships
The Dean of the Graduate School awards these assistantships to outstanding minority students.

Desiree Craig, Political Science

Hayden Karp, Dairy Sciences

Lori Koch, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Krystal Lewis, Psychology

Rebecca Martinez, Biological Systems Engineering
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Darren Moore, Human Development

Matthew Sayball, Philosophy                                                   

 The Design Institution Award
Third place award in the Institution's International Designer's Workstation Competition, 
along with an undergraduate student, Phillip Padilla.

Joseph Kauffman, Architecture

Duncan L. Kinnear Scholarship
This scholarship assists students who wish to pursue their career and licensure in science education.		
	 Joan F. Baker, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Ashley Tabb, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Lauren Thompson, Curriculum and Instruction

Edna Bailey Sussman Fellowship
The Edna Bailey Sussman Foundation sponsors research and internships for graduate
students who apply hard science to solving existing environmental problems.			 
	 Anusha Kashyap, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Soonkie Nam, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 John E. Petrie, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Ryan Pierce, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Elizabeth Skvarenina, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Archana Subramania, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Charan Tej Tanneru, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Eisenhower Graduate Fellowship
This award is provided by the Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of 
Transportation.			 
	 Nopadon Kronprasert, Civil and Environmental Engineering

English Family Scholarship
	 Mallory Brown, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Matthew Bychowski, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Amanda L. Edwards, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Christen Fratter, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Katherine Garrett, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Dallas King, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Cherise LaGuardia, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Johann McCarthy, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Rebecca Raab, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Erica Rager, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Andrew Riddile, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Amy Steigerwalt, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Emily Truslow, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Suzanna Walker, Curriculum and Instruction
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Entomological Society of America-Student Certification Award
This award is presented annually to recognize and encourage outstanding entomology graduate 
students.

Preston H. Brown, Entomology

Environmental Engineering for the Future Fellowship
This award is presented to a graduate student to prepare for a career in the municipal water, 
wastewater and solid waste management fields.
	 David Riedel, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Federal 100 Award
This prestigious award recognizes individuals in government and industry who made significant 
contributions to the federal information technology community in 2008, acting as agents for         
change in the way companies and agencies develop, acquire and manage information technology.
	 Karen Pica, Human Development

Fulbright Scholarship
Established  in 1946, the Fulbright Program aims to increase mutual understanding between 
the peoples of the United States and other countries. 

Ony Arifianto, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering

Hedie Bustamente, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Erhan Dogan, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Fleur Gooden, Environmental Design and Planning

Juan Claudio Gutierrez,  Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Nirupa Maharajh, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Nurmawati, Urban Affairs and Planning

Francisco Olivera, Computer Science

Miguel Dario Ortega Lopez, Engineering Mechanics

Alejandro Pacheco San Juan,  Engineering Science and Mechanics

Vathana Poev, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Adrian Patricio Tola Tola, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Daniel Waisa, Forestry

Claudia Wultsch, Fisheries and Wildlife Sciences

GEM Fellowship
The National Consortium for Graduate Degrees for Minorities in Engineering and Science 
provides graduate fellowships with summer internships sponsored by major corporations. 

James B. Allen, Mechanical Engineering

Geography Alumni Award 
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This award is given for outstanding scholarship.

	 Timothy H. Brown, Geography

George and Gladys Cunningham Doctoral Scholar Award
This award was established in 1978 to help students fund their education, providing                      
a competitive stipend for top Ph.D. students. 

Takiyah Abdulmalik, Food Science and Technology

Scott R. Anderson, Psychology

Thomas Cecere, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Leslie Clark Hopkinson,  Biological Systems Engineering

Megan McCullough, Plant Pathology, Physiology and Weed Science

Jennifer H. Miller, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Lance Saunders, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Jeremy Stovall, Forestry

Sarah Surak, Political Science

Barbra Crompton Utley, Biological Systems Engineering

Jenifer L. Walke, Biological Sciences

Aaron Weintraub, Human Development

Geosynthetics Institute Fellowship 
This award is given to doctoral students who present a research topic which furthers the 
mission and goals of the related geosynthetic industry. 
	 Michael P. McGuire, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Graduate Dean’s Assistantships
These assistantships are awarded by the Dean of the Graduate School to further graduate 
education through innovative or interdisciplinary research and programming efforts.

John S. Boyd, Macromolecular Science and Engineering

Jose Cerrato, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Jeremy Henry, Mathematics

Bryce Jorgensen, Human Development

Meredith Katz, Sociology

Lindsay C. Moss, Hospitality and Tourism Management

Cora Olson, Science and Technology in Society

Meghan Pierce, Marketing

Laszlo Techy, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering

Graduate Education Development Institute Fellows
GEDI addresses the professional development concerns of 21st-century graduate 
students, focusing on multidisciplinary pedagogy practices that integrate the 
critically engaged use of advanced technologies. 
	 Timothy Lockridge, Rhetoric and Writing

	 Justin Shanks, English
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Graduate Research Conference in Hospitality and Tourism
Best paper award at the 14th Annual Graduate Student Research Conference     
 in Hospitality and Tourism , hosted by the William F. Harrah College of Hotel Administration             
at the University of Nevada Las Vegas. 
	 Beom Cheol (Peter) Kim, Hospitality and Tourism Management

	 Gyumin Lee, Hospitality and Tourism Management

GREENGUARD Environmental Institute Fellowship
GEI provides a true third-party product certification program based on proven emissions              
standards and a resource for low-emitting products.
	 Ying Xu, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Harold S. Atkinson Scholarship
	 Amanda K. Davis, Public Administration/Public Affairs

Harriett G. Jenkins Pre-doctoral Fellowship
This NASA higher education program is designed to increase the number of graduate                         
degrees awarded to underrepresented persons participating in the STEM workforce.
	 Jonathan Gaines, Mechanical Engineering

Harrah Hospitality Research Center
Outstanding Research Award.
	 Beom Cheol (Peter) Kim, Hospitality and Tourism Management

	 Gyumin Lee, Hospitality and Tourism Management

Human Development Graduate Student Research Grant
	 Bryce Jorgensen, Human Development

	 Matthew Komelski, Human Development

	 Brandy McCann, Human Development

	 Brandon Rogers, Human Development

	 Bradford Wiles, Human Development

Human Factors and Ergonomics Society Annual Meeting
Best Student Paper award at the 52nd annual meeting.
	 Prakriti Parijat, Biomedical Engineering and Science

Humantech Doctoral Scholarship
Humantech assists students in the pursuit of ergonomics-related education.

Linsey Barker, Industrial and Systems Engineering

H. Y. Benedict Fellowship
This fellowship is awarded by Alpha Chi National College Honor Society in honor of its first       
president, Harry Benedict.
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	 Porter Knight, Biological Systems Engineering

Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers Conference

The International Performance, Computing, and Communications Conference is the premier 
IEEE conference presenting research in the performance of computer and communication 
systems. This award was for Best Paper at the 1st international workshop on Dynamic Spec-
trum Access and Cognitive Radio Networks. 

	 Qinqin Chen, Electrical and Computer Engineering                                                            	

	 Ying Wang, Electrical and Computer Engineering

Institute for Critical Technology and Applied Sciences (ICTAS) Scholars
The ICTAS Doctoral Scholars Program honors exceptional applicants through awards of full 
financial support for the qualifying period.
	 Adam G. Bowland, Mathematics

	 Mehdi Ghommem, Engineering Science and Mechanics

	 Syed Mazahir, Chemical Engineering

	 Matthew Steel McInnis, Geosciences

	 Su Wan Myung, Biological Systems Engineering

	 Karthik Pillai, Macromolecular Science and Engineering

	 Thomas Rogers-Cotrone, Biomedical and Veterinary Science

	 Noppadon Sathitsuksanoh, Biological Systems Engineering

	 Muyao Shen, Biological Sciences	

Institute of Food Technology
This team received a travel grant to attend the organization's Annual Meeting and Food               
Expo with their award winning entry, "Banana Splitters."
	 Annelisse Aigster, Human Nutrition, Foods and Exercise

	 Emma Buck, Food Science and Technology

	 Govindaraj Dev Kumar, Food Science and Technology

	 Denise Gardner, Food Science and Technology

	 Sabrina Hannah, Food Science and Technology

	 Kevin Holland, Food Science and Technology

	 John Koontz, Food Science and Technology

	 Robert Moore, Food Science and Technology

	 Carla Tyler, Food Science and Technology

International Road Federation Fellowship Grant

This organization is a unique global platform that brings together public and private entities 
committed to international road development.

	 Julio Roa, Civil and Environmental Engineering

International Society for Clinical Densitometry
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"Young Investigator" award.                                                       				  
	 Kyle Creamer, Human Nutrition, Foods and Exercise

International Society for Education Dissertation Award

The Dissertation Award was presented at the Society's 38th Annual Conference in Istanbul, 
Turkey.

	 Patricia Dowling Froggett, Human Development

The International Supercomputing Conference 
Distinguished Paper Award, written with Virginia Tech professor Wu Feng. ISC is Europe’s leading 
conference and exhibition on high performance computing,  networking and storage.		

	 Jeremy Archuleta, Computer Science

International Union of Radio Science
Best Paper at the organization's 2008 General Assembly meeting.                                                        	
	 Taeyoung Yang, Electrical and Computer Engineering

James A. Jacobs Memorial Graduate Fellowship
The award, named after Dr. Jacobs, a professor in physics and department head in the 1960s-70s,
recognizes a graduate student who demonstrates academic excellence.                   		
	 Sven Dorosz, Physics

James D. McComas Scholarship
This endowed scholarship, named for Virginia Tech's 13th president, is for undergraduate and    
graduate students who are preparing to become teachers or counselors in grades K-12.
	 Christy L. Huffman, Career and Technical Education 

	 Andrew Tafaro, Counselor Education

James F. Powell Scholarship
This scholarship is awarded to long-term Virginia residents to pursue higher education.

	 Troy Holley, Mechanical Engineering 
	 Nicolas Maxymiv, Dairy Sciences

Jamie Dunn Award
This memorial award was established in 1982 and is given to a second-year graduate student        
who has actively fostered a spirit of good will in the department and has demonstrated a deep        
enthusiasm for physics. 
	 Anastasios Peppas, Physics

Janet M. Johnson Scholarship in Teacher Education
This scholarship is awarded to students enrolled in a College of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences 
teacher education program.
	 Megan Moretti, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Dylan Wedan, Curriculum and Instruction
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Janet M. and James Johnson Scholarship
This scholarship is awarded to students based upon financial need, academic achievement,             
extracurricular leadership, and community service.
	 Elizabeth Chapman, Curriculum and Instruction 

	

John A. Focht National Chi Epsilon Scholarship
This memorial scholarship honors Dr. Focht's extensive work with Chi Epsilon, the national civil 
engineering honor society, and is awarded to outstanding civil engineering graduate students.
	 Aly M. Tawfik, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Fugro Fellow, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Stephen J. Gyurisin, Civil and Environmental Engineering

John B. Greiner Scholarship
This scholarship, created by Lt. Col. John B. Greiner, a 1937 agriculture engineering graduate,      
is awarded on the basis of merit and leadership potential. 
	 Naresh Budhavaram, Biological Systems Engineering

	 Michael (Ben) Johnson, Biological Systems Engineering

John Grado Teaching Assistantships
John Grado has been a significant contributor to engineering education at the university and the 
Grado Department of Industrial and Systems Engineering and these assistantships were named in 
his honor.
	 Pimsinee Chearskul, Industrial and Systems Engineering

	 Evrim Dalkiran, Industrial and Systems Engineering

	 Sunwook Kim, Industrial and Systems Engineering

	

John F. Hosner Scholarship
This scholarship is presented by the Virginia Forestry Educational Foundation. 
	 Charlene Kelly, Forestry

John Lee Pratt Research Fellowships
John Lee Pratt's endowment provides scholarships to undergraduate and graduate students, 
and supports research in animal nutrition and engineering. 

Ahmad Athamneh, Biological Systems Engineering

Ki-Hwan Bae, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Somayesedat Badieyan, Biological Systems Engineering

Narshe Budhavaram, Biological Systems Engineering

Matthew Ryan Catlett, Aerospace and OceanEngineering

Wiljeana Glover, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Cheng Guo, Industrial and Systems Engineering
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Young Gu Her, Biological Systems Engineering

Kristin Hard, Dairy Sciences

Leslie Clark Hopkinson, Biological Systems Engineering

Jianzhong Hu, Biological Systems Engineering

Susan Hunter, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Jamie Jarrett, Dairy Sciences 

Michael (Ben) Johnson, Biological Systems Engineering

Andrea L'Afflitto, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering

Hanbae Lee, Animal and Poultry Sciences

Jung Yong Lee, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Regina Lehman, Animal and Poultry Sciences

Zhuo Li, Biological Systems Engineering

Lingrui Liao, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Juqi Liu, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Dyan Lorge, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Chad McKinney, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Kyunghui Oh, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Kimberly Polk, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering

Partha Ray, Dairy Sciences

Jiping Ren, Animal and Poultry Sciences

Shawn Rosenquist, Biological Systems Engineering

Yanwen Shen, Biological Systems Engineering

Jennifer Stamey, Dairy Sciences

Simoni Triantafyllidou, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Barbara C. Utley, Biological Systems Engineering

Jack Verhoevan, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Lei Wan, Dairy Sciences

Christian Whysong, Biological Systems Engineering

Lidan Zhao, Animal and Poultry Sciences

Yueqin Zhao, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Johnson Award
This award was for Best Student Paper in Ethics and Accountability and is presented by the 
University of Pittsburgh Institute for Responsible Leadership. 

	 Amanda M. Olejarski, Public Administration/Public Affairs

Julia Pryde Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship is given in honor of Julia Kathleen Pryde to Biological Systems                    
Engineering students who are interested in international activities, particularly in                  
sustainability of the environment.
	 Sarah (Sally) Walker, Biological Systems Engineering
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Kaplan Graduate Award
This scholarship is provided by Panthera-Partners in Wild Cat Conservation to support the 
next generation of wild cat biologists by funding conservation efforts of outstanding young 
biologists working on wild felids in situ. 
	 Claudia Wultsch, Fisheries and Wildlife

Karl T. Hereford Award
This award assists students enrolled in the School of Education who are preparing for a 
career in teaching, counseling or education administration. 
	 Gary (Wesley) Poole, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

Korean Water Resources Corporation Ph.D. Fellowship
This company is developing core technologies and utilizing the sharpest minds to take              
initiative in water industry for the future.
	 Chang-Hyun Jo, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Laura G. Heichel Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship assists students who bring to the profession a love of teaching and high 
quality academic achievement and are in the final internship years of an elementary educa-
tion program.
	 Jeremy Conrad, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Jennifer Matner, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Ashley Myers, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Kelly Will, Career and Technical Education

Liviu Librescu Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship is a memorial to the dedicated professor of Engineering Mechanics.             
Recipients are outstanding students conducting research in an area that Professor Librescu 
worked in: solid mechanics, fluid mechanics, and dynamics.
	 Alper Erturk, Engineering Science and Mechanics

	 Alejandro Pacheco San Juan, Engineering Science and Mechanics

MAOP - Multicultural Academic Opportunities Program Fellows 
The  MAOP program at Virginia Tech was created in 1992 to encourage and support              
the academic achievement of a diverse student body at the university. 

	 Quentin Alexander, Counselor Education

Hamilton Allen, Entomology

Deona Cureton, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

Desmon Hayden, Architecture
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Kimberly Heard, Genetics, Bioinformatics and Computational Biology

Lawrence Johnson, Sociology

Cosco Jones, Biochemistry

Quenton Keatts, Sociology

Alejandro Medina, Architecture

Thomas Moore, Urban Affairs and Planning

Carlyn Ray, Human Nutrition, Foods and Exercise

Lisa Tranel, Geosciences

Tamisha Vaughan, Biological Sciences

Margaret L. Driscoll Academic Award
This award is given to a post-master's student based on academic and professional           
achievement in Health Promotions.
	 Megan Rittler, Curriculum and Instruction

Marion A. and Annie Webster Williams Award
This award is given to students who enroll in the School of Education with priority given to 
those who, for two years preceding their acceptance, have resided in Franklin, Patrick, Henry 
or Floyd County, Virginia.
	 Cynthia Green, Career and Technical Education

	 Kelly R. Hunt, Curriculum and Instruction

Martha E. Bowman Horticulture Scholarship
This scholarship was established by the Bowman family in honor of Gordon D. Bowman, II.

	 Tremain Hatch, Horticulture

MBA Fellowship Awards

These awards are supported by a variety of individual and business donors.

	 Sandeep Bazaz

	 Christopher Belden

	 Josey Chacko

	 Abraham Chandy

	 Tarun Chaudhary

	 Hongxian Chen

	 Wei-Chih Chern

	 Chien-Feng Cho

	 Michael Curling

	 Sagar Dedhia

	 James Dickhans
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	 Daniel Dorn

	 Jigar Doshi

	 Hiren Dudhat

	 Jay Evans

	 Evan Garrison

	 John Gerdeman

	 Douglas Hallock

	 Joseph Lee Hamilton

	 Matthew D. Harry

	 Drew Hebdon

	 Hongye Hu

	 Ming-Wei Huang

	 Kathleen Hudson

	 Wesley Hudson

	 Bhavesh Jinadra

	 Amit Kalita

	 Steven Brett Kemp

	 Aparna Kini

	 Uygar Kurtbay

	 Chang An Lee

	 Nan Lin

	 Shyam Nimma

	 Hiren Pasad

	 Amos Peverill

	 April Poff

	 Anvita Poonja

	 Cassandra Price

	 Priyesh Puthran

	 Alok Shah

	 Pankaj Shah

	 Anil Somarajan

	 Ming Chun Wu

	 Yuan-Han Yang

	 Leiping Yao

Midwest Research-to-Practice Conference in Adult, Continuing, 
Community & Extension Education
Outstanding Student Research Award presented at the 27th Annual Meeting at Western Kentucky 
University.
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	 Marianne Evans Mount, Human Development

National Hearing Conservation Association
Award for an invited presentation on dissertation research.
	 Khaled Alali, Industrial and Systems Engineering

National Institute of Health-AMRV Program Fellows
The Animal Model Research for Veterinarians program trains veterinarians who are enrolled 
in MS and Ph.D. programs with a research component in the areas of animal models of infec-
tious diseases, immunology, molecular biology, physiology, toxicology, and nutrition. 

Samantha Baglin, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Eva Restis, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Christina Sandberg, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Brent Sanford, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

National Institute of Health - National Institute of Aging Research Service 
Award

Dennis Anderson, Engineering Science and Mechanics

National Institute of Health - National Institute of Aging Research Dissertation 
Award
	 Yvette Edmonds, Biochemistry

National Institute of Health -  Pre-doctoral Fellowship for Minority Students
This  program is designed to enhance racial and ethnic diversity of the biomedical, behav-
ioral and health services labor force.

Karey Sutton, Science and Technology Studies

National Science Foundation - Graduate Research Fellowship
This highly competitive and prestigious award offers recognition and three years of support 
for advanced study to outstanding students in the mathematical, physical, biological, engi-
neering, and behavior and social sciences. 

Brian Gerber, Fisheries and Wildlife

Laura Hamm, Geosciences

Cami Johnson, Biological Systems Engineering

Katherine D. Kavlock, Biomedical Engineering and Sciences

Margaret Kurdziolek, Computer Science 

Zahra Pakdel, Electrical and Computer Engineering

Ashley Robinson, Computer Science

Emily Sarver, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Amanda Strickhouser, Civil and Environmental Engineering
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National Science Foundation - EIGER-IGERT
Exploring Interfaces through Graduate Education and Research focuses on graduate
research in the areas of interdisciplinary environmental interface science, as studied by physical 
scientists and engineers, and human interfaces within interdisciplinary scientific and engineering 
teams, as studied by behavioral scientists. 
	 Tiffany E. Adams, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Peter Bowerman, Biological Sciences

Lee D. Bryant, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Jose Cerrato, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Kevin Crosby, Biological Sciences

Elizabeth Diesel, Geosciences

Andrew Fenley, Physics

Rebecca French, Geosciences

Kelly Haus, Geosciences

Jessie Huang, Psychology

Matthew Hull, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Robert Knee, Psychology

Laura M. Kosoglu, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Callie Raulfs, Biochemistry

Nicole Thompson, Psychology

Dongbo Wang, Geosciences

National Science Foundation - Macromolecular Interfaces with Life Sciences
The MILES-IGERT is a graduate education and multidisciplinary team research program  
that bridges the gap between traditional macromolecular science and biological disciplines, 
yielding important advances in nutrition, biomedical science and engineering, food biochem-
istry and functionality, and sustainable polymeric materials from bio-derived precursors.

Annelisse Aigster, Human Nutrition, Foods and Exercise

Michael Allen, Chemistry

William Allen, Biochemistry

Emma Buck, Food Science and Technology

Courie Cohen, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Giovanna Grandinetti, Chemistry

Matthew Green, Chemistry

Kwaku Gyenai, Animal and Poultry Sciences

Amber Hancock, Chemistry

Sabrina Hannah, Food Science and Technology

Lu Hao, Chemistry
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Shelly Hogan, Food Science and Technology

Kevin Holland, Food Science and Technology

Tyler Horseman, Materials Science and Engineering

Rebecca Huyck, Chemistry

Stephen June, Chemistry

Paul Kim, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Adam Larkin, Chemical Engineering

Justin Lemkul, Biochemistry

Ben Lepene, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

William Miles, Chemical Engineering

Susan Mitroka, Chemistry

Rebecca Phillips, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Paul Sarnoski, Food Science and Technology

Mana Tamami, Chemistry

Amy Tanner, Biomedical and Veterinary Sciences

Andrew Whelton, Civil and Environmental Engineering

National Society of Black Engineers - 2009 Golden Torch Award
This award is given to the organization's Minority Engineering Program Director of the Year.
	 Tremayne Waller, Curriculum and Instruction

National Water Research Institute Fellowship
This award is given to graduate students who are studying in the areas of water resources and 
treatment. 
	 Christina C. Davis, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Nevin R. Frantz, Jr. Outstanding Graduate Student Scholarship
This scholarship is given in honor of Frantz, a professor of vocational and technical educa-
tion in the College of Human Resources and Education from 1979 to 2005, who led one of the 
most innovative and comprehensive programs of its kind. 
	 Christine Donovan, Career and Technical Education

	 Rebecca Schott, Career and Technical Education

	 Bridget Smith, Career and Technical Education

Omicron Tau Theta Honor Society
This is a by invitation only graduate honor society for students majoring in career and techni-
cal education who meet stringent academic standards. 
	 Christine Bates

Jessica Chillemi

Jamie Crews

Ashley Culbreth

Katherine Garrett



28

Jessica Hawthorne

Rosemaliza Mohd Kamalludeen

Mary King

Meredith King

Heidi M. Metz

Kayla Minnick

Edward R. Olsen

Mary Elizabeth Osborne

Cory Powers

Megan Ripp

Erica Robertson

Kristen Robinson

Lesley Saunders

Lea Schlenker

Bridget Smith

Elizabeth J. Stout 

Charley-Gail Stull

                                                                                                                                                         
Peggy Lavery Gerontology Research and Professional Development Award
This is a competitive research award, named for the wife of former Virginia Tech president 
William Lavery, for students enrolled in the Gerontology Graduate Certificate Program.

Lauren Ermann, Counselor Education

Brandy McCann, Human Development

P.E.O. International Peace Scholarship
This scholarship was established in 1949 for international women students to pursue study in 
the United States and Canada.

Maria Guadalupe Bravo-Vinaja, Fisheries and Wildlife

Claudia Wultsch, Fisheries and Wildlife

Philip R. Jones Memorial Scholarship
This scholarship is named for the founder and director of the Special Education Administra-
tion Program at Tech from 1977 to 1994, and is for students with a commitment to the educa-
tion of children and youth with disabilities, successful scholarship, and advocacy for children 
with disabilities and their families.

Violet Hoyle, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

Bethann F.  Jones, Health and Physical Education

Physics Department - Excellence in Academics and Research in the 
Pursuit of Advancing Astrophysics Award

Michael J. Kavic, Physics

Physics Department - Graduate Teaching Assistant Excellence Award
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Zachary E. Lewis, Physics

PISCES Lunar Habitat Design Competition Travel Grant
This competition was sponsored by Pacific International Space Center for Explorations      
Systems and was held in Japan.  
 	
	 Eric Faierson, Materials Science and Engineering

Susan Holt, Materials Science and Engineering

Michael Hunt, Materials Science and Engineering

Sharon Jeffries, Materials Science and Engineering

Brian Stewart, Materials Science and Engineering

Qualcomm Q Award of Excellence
This award recognizes outstanding underrepresented engineering students for their                           
academic achievement in wireless communications and the field of engineering.
	 Christa Hixson, Industrial and Systems Engineering

Ralph and Betty Carlson Scholarship
This scholarship assists students enrolled in a School of Education degree program.
	 Kate Anderson, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Thomas Casey, History

	 Ashley Hosey, Curriculum and Instruction

Ray F. Tipsword Graduate Fellowship
Established in memory of physics Professor Tipsword, this fellowshp supports dissertation
research in the area of condensed-matter physics, optics or statistical physics.
	 L. Jonathan Cook, Physics

Randy H. Thurman Fellowship
Randy H. Thurman, (Economics '71) is chairman, president, and CEO of VIASYS Healthcare 
Inc.,and provides this fellowship for outstanding business students.
	 Vamsi Gullapalli, Business Administration

	 David Krystal, Business Administration

Raymond and Madeline Curry Fellowship
This fellowship is given by Raymond and Madeline Curry of Alexandria, Virginia to support             
students in the Civil and Environmental Engineering Department.
	 Kino D. Fraser, Civil and Environmental Engineering

	 Dimitrios Sideris, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Robert and Margaret Hoppock Scholarship
Robert Hoppock was a visiting scholar and consultant at Virginia Tech in the 1920s. This 
endowed scholarship is awarded to students who demonstrate a commitment to career
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development principles, financial need and satisfactory progress toward degree.
	 Morgan Gabor, Counselor Education

Rufus W. Beamer Foundation Award
This award's namesake was a former director of the Virginia State Advisory Council on                     
Vocational Education who was appointed associate dean of the College of Education in 1971.                                                                                                       
	 Samantha Blevins, Career and Technical Education

	 Mary Elizabeth Osborne, Career and Technical Education

	 Janis Simmons, Career and Technical Education

Ruth L. Kirschstein National Research Award for Individual Pre-doctoral             
Fellowships to Promote Diversity in Health-Related Research
This is a 3-year award through the National Institute for Arthritis and Musculoskeletal and 
Skin Diseases. 

Robyn Shaffer, Biomedical Science and Engineering

Ryan C. Aday Award
This scholarship honors the late Ryan C. Aday (MSED '03) and is awarded to a graduate 
student studing health promotions.
	 Stephanie Ballein, Curriculum and Instruction

Dr. and Mrs. Sam Obenshain Graduate Scholarship Award
This scholarship is named after the agronomy professor emeritus, a nationally known soil scientist 
who was the first soil scientist on the faculty at Virginia Tech, and his wife.

Shea Dunifon, Crop and Soil Environmental Sciences

Sidman P. Poole Scholarship
Established in memory of Sidman P. Poole, (1893-1955) professor of geography, author,
and supporter of graduate education in Virginia, to support field research by graduate students.

Melinda Butterworth, Geography

Allisyn Hudson-Dunn, Geography

Kellyn Montgomery, Geography

Kelly Siman, Geography

Emily Smith, Geography

Melanie Stine, Geography

Sherry Tejada, Geography

Nicholas W. White, Geography 

S. J. Ritchey Endowed Scholarship
This is a competitive scholarship for students enrolled in the Gerontology Graduate        
Certificate Program. Preference is given to students majoring in foods, human nutrition
 or international foods and nutrition, or whose research is in the area of health and aging.
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Sung-jin Lee, Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management

Jessica Erin Mabry, Human Nutrition, Foods and Exercise

SMART Fellowship
The Department of Defense provides the Science, Mathematics and Research for Transfor-
mation (SMART) fellowship for students who have demonstrated special aptitude in STEM 
fields.
	 Paul Eller, Computer Science

Southern Agricultural  Association Education Research Conference
Outstanding research poster presented at the organization's Education Research Conference.
	 Cory Epler, Agriculture and Extension Education

Southern Regional Education Board Doctoral Fellowship
These fellowships are awarded on a competitive basis to Ph.D. students who are underrepre-
sented in academia and plan to work in higher education institutions.

Jeremy Barksdale, Computer Science 

 Teachers of Promise Award
Amanda L. Edwards, Curriculum and Instruction

Jennifer Mecca, Curriculum and Instruction

Thomas N. Hunnicutt III Fellowship

This fellowship was established by an alumnus (1959) of the Charles E. Via, Jr. Department	
of Civil and Environmental Engineering.

Kevin M. Foster, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Weihao Yan, Civil and Environmental Engineering

United Parcel Services of America Scholarship
This scholarship in Human Factors and Safety is awarded through the Grado Department of 
Industrial and Systems Engineering.
	 Kichol Lee, Industrial and Systems Engineering

U.S. Department of Agriculture- Graduate Assistance in Areas
of National Need
This program provides fellowships to assist outstanding graduate students who plan to pursue 
the highest degree available in their course study in a field designated as an area of national 
need. 
	 Marcia Davitt, Science and Technology in Society

U.S. Department of Education - Graduate Assistance in Areas
of National Need
This program provides fellowships to assist outstanding graduate students who plan to pursue 
the highest degree available in their course study in a field designated as an area of national 
need. 
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Paul Gantzer, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Michael P. McGuire, Civil and Environmental Engineering

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Graduate Fellowship
The EPA provides nationally competitive graduate fellowships for master’s and 
doctoral students in environmentally related fields of study. 

Lee D. Bryant, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Christina C. Davis, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Rebecca Halvorson, Civil and Environmental Engineering

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency STAR Fellowship
The EPA, as part of its Science to Achieve Results (STAR) program, provides nationally com-
petitive graduate fellowships for master’s and doctoral students in environmentally related 
fields of study. 

Christine Bergeron, Fisheries and Wildlife

Leslie Clark Hopkinson, Biological Systems Engineering

U.S. Presidential Management Fellow
This fellowship is sponsored by the U.S Office of Personnel Management.
	 Barbara McCarthy, Public Administration/Public Affairs

Vecellio Family Graduate Fellowship
This fellowship is named in honor of Leo Vecellio, Sr., a 1938 civil engineering graduate 
of Virginia Tech who became president and CEO of Vecellio & Grogran, one of the largest 
highway construction and mining companies in the eastern U.S.
	 Travis Hughes, Civil and Environmental Engineering  

                                                                      

Vietnam Education Foundation
This is a special initiative by the U.S. Congress to bring Vietnam and the U.S. closer through 
science, technology and education by  Vietnam sending its best scholars to study at U.S. 
universities and sending U.S. scientists to Vietnam to teach in science and technology.
	 Ha Xuan Dang, Genetics, Bioinformatics and Computational Biology

Virginia Crop Production Association Scholarship
This scholarship is awarded on the basis of academic merit, extracurricular achievement, 
career plans, and financial need.
	 Amanda Koppel, Entomology

Virginia Space Grant Consortium
The Virginia Space Grant Consortium is a coalition of five Virginia colleges and universities, 
NASA, state educational agencies, Virginia’s Center for Innovative Technology, and other institu-
tions representing diverse aerospace education and research.

Ryan Fortenberry, Chemistry
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Justin Murtha, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering

Christopher Rock, Aerospace and Ocean Engineering

Virginia Tech Graduate School Citizen Scholar Award
The  Citizen Scholar Experience is an initiative of the Graduate School designed to give graduate 
students an opportunity to utilize their skills and knowledge in a real-world setting. Participants 
gain “public scholarship” in service to the community, the state, the nation and the world.
	 Laura Boutwell, Sociology

              Paula Brown, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Brandy McCann, Human Development

	 Christina Newman, Entomology

	 Nicole M. Rishel, Public Administration/Public Affairs

	 Jane Ann Williams, Planning, Governance and Globalization

Virginia Tech Future Professoriate: Global Perspectives
Future Professoriate: Global Perspectives is an exclusive opportunity for graduate students who 
are planning to become faculty members. Led by the Gradaue Daen, selected students attend a 
monthly meeting during the spring semester and travel to Switzerland for 11 days in May. 	
	 Kimberly A. Baker, Public Administration/Public Affairs

	 Michael V. Butera, Alliance for Social, Political, Ethical and Cultural Thought

	 Jill Casten, Agricultural and Extension Education

	 Amine Chigani, Computer Science

	 Angelo Luis Colon, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

	 Laura J. Freeman, Statistics

	 Nicole Gerike, Apparel, Housing, and Resource Management

	 Julia Dawn Hopkins, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

	 David Kniola, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

	 Michelle McLeese, Sociology

	 Erin M. Miller, Architecture

	 Amy R. Reed, Rhetoric and Writing

	 Jonathan P. Resop, Biological Systems Engineering

	

Virginia Teaching Scholarship and Loan Program
This award is for students pursuing careers in critical teacher shortage areas.
	 James L. Becker, Career and Technical Education

	 Amanda Edwards, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Mary E. Johnson, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Jennifer Matner, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Jennifer Mecca, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Valerie Parr, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Rebecca Raab, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Andrew Riddile, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Krista Roop, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Andre Sparks, Curriculum and Instruction	

	 Elizabeth Stout, Career and Technical Education
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Virginia Tech PREP in the Biomedical and Behavioral Sciences
This Post-Baccalaureate Research and Education Program is supported by the National 
Institute of Health through the National Institute of General Medical Sciences and the National 
Human Genome Research Institute.

	 Jesus Alvelo, Graduate Studies

	 Samantha Casterlow, Graduate Studies

	 Anjoli Diaz, Psychology

	 Alonda Izquierdo-Roman, Biomedical and Engineering Sciences

	 Yared Kidane, Genetics, Bioinformatics & Computational Biology

	 Albert Kwansa, Biomedical and Engineering Sciences

	 Stephanie Lewis, Genetics, Bioinformatics and Computational Biology		

	 Courtney Southard, Graduate Studies

Wayne M. Worner Scholarship
This scholarship is named for a professor of education administration at Tech  from 1971 
to 1996. The award is based on financial need, academic achievement and potential to 
contribute to effective school improvement, and is given to a student studying public school 
administration.
	 Kinyatta Garrett, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

	 Asia R. Jones, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

Webber Fellowship
This fellowship is awarded by the Electrical and Computer Engineering Department.
	 Jeannette D. Nounagnon, Electrical and Computer Engineering

West Virginia Water Authority Scholarship 
	 Kevin Elam, Civil and Environmental Engineering

Who’s Who in American Colleges and Universities
For more than seven decades this national program has honored outstanding campus leaders 
annually for their scholastic and community achievements.
	 Linsey Barker, Industrial and Systems Engineering

	 Tracey Cameron, Educational Leadership and Policy Studies

	 James Freeman, Forestry

	 Gregory Lemmond, Psychology

	 Joseph W. McFadden, Dairy Sciences

	 Michelle McLeese, Sociology

	 Lindsay C. Moss, Hospitality and Tourism Management

	 Mehdi Nikkhah, Mechanical Engineering

	 Jenni Popp, Biomedical and Engineering Sciences

	 Krishna Vummidi, Electrical and Computer Engineering	

	 Corrie Whitmore, Psychology
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William P. Copenhaver Fellowship
This endowed fellowship benefits students in the business school.
	 Chandan Dutta, Business Administration

	 Chia-Ling Hsiung, Business Administration

William Hahn Memorial Teaching Scholarship
This scholarship is intended to encourage outstanding students to consider a career in 
teaching and is supported by a pledge made by former Tech president, Dr. Marshall T. 
Hahn, in memory of his late son.
	 Emily Kirby, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Saemin Oh, Curriculum and Instruction                                                      		

	 Ann Marie Rice, Curriculum and Instruction

	 Andre Sparks, Curriculum and Instruction

William E. Hassinger Graduate Fellowship
A 1950 physics graduate, William Hassinger established this fellowship to support students com-
ing from surrounding communities to pursue graduate degrees in physics.
	 Sean E. Cutchin, Physics

	 Matthew T. Raum, Physics

	

William E. McCubbin Graduate Student Award
This award is for a master's or post-master's student specializing in sports performance.
	 Erin Cash, Currciulum and Instruction

William R. Walker Graduate Fellowship
This fellowship is awarded by Virginia Water Resources Research Center for research                       
that will provide citizens and government leaders with water science information.
	 Shawn Rosenquist, Biological Systems Engineering
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Anderson, Kate, 29
Anderson, Scott R., 16
Apsilidis, Nikolaos, 7
Archuleta, Jeremy, 19
Arifanto, Ony, 15
Arrington, Cecilia, 13
Athamneh, Ahmad, 6,20
Badieyan, Somayesedat, 20
Bae, Ki-Hwan, 20
Baglin, Samantha, 25
Bailey, Carlton Davis, III, 8
Baker, Joan F.,14
Baker, Kimberly A., 8,33
Balbuena, Pergentino, 5
Ballein, Stephanie, 30
Barker, Linsey, 2,8,17,34
Barksdale, Jeremy, 31
Barri, Adriana, 13
Bates, Christine, 27
Bazaz, Sandeep, 23
Becker, James L., 33
Belden, Christopher, 23
Belote, Russell Travis, 2
Bergeron, Christine, 32
Bhandari, Garvit, 10
Birkett, Adam, 11
Blakley, Kyle, 12
Blevins, Samantha, 30
Bloxom, Andrew, 9
Boedihardjo, Arnold, 6
Boutwell, Laura, 33
Bowerman, Peter, 26
Bowland, Adam G., 11,18
Boyd, John S., 16
Branham, Stacy, 12
Bravo Vinaja, Marie G., 13,28
Brown, Mallory, 14
Brown, Paula, 33
Brown, Preston H., 3,15
Brown, Timothy H., 15
Bryant, Lee D., 5,11,26,32
Buck, Emma, 18,26

Abdulmalik, Takiyah, 16
Adam, Zaeinulabddin M., 11
Adams, Tiffany E., 11,26
Ahn, Yong Han, 3
Aigster, Annelisse, 18,26
Alali, Khaled, 25
Alanis, Leon Gay, 13
Alexander, Quentin, 22
Allen, Hamilton, 22
Allen, James B., 15
Allen, Michael, 26
Alvelo, Jesus, 34
Ananieva-Stoyanova, Elitsa, 4
Anderson, Dennis, 25

Budhavaram, Naresh, 10,12,20
Busse, William Jordan, 4
Bustamente, Hedie, 15
Butera, Michael V., 33
Butterworth, Melinda, 30
Bychowski, Matthew, 14
Cameron, Tracey, 8,34
Carr, Brittany Jean, 8
Carrozzino, Amy L., 3
Casey, Thomas, 29
Cash, Erin, 35
Casten, Jill, 33
Casterlow, Samantha, 34
Catano, German Montalvo, 13
Catlett, Matthew Ryan, 12,20
Cecere, Thomas, 16
Cerrato, Jose, 16,26
Chacko, Josey, 23
Chandy, Abraham, 23
Chapman, Elizabeth, 20
Chaudhary, Tarun, 23
Chavan, Vrushali, 5
Chearskul, Pimsinee, 20
Chen, Feng, 6
Chen, Hongxian, 23
Chen, Qinqin, 18
Chern, Wei-Chih, 23
Chigani, Amine, 8,33
Chillemi, Jessica, 27
Chindgren-Wagner, Tina M., 7
Cho, Chien-Feng, 23
Cissell, James, 5
Cohen, Courie, 26
Colon, Angelo Luis, 33 
Conrad, Jeremy, 22
Cook, L. Jonathan, 11,29
Craig, Desiree, 13
Crawley. Sunny, 2
Creamer, Kyle, 18
Crede, Erin, 12
Crews, Jamie, 27
Crosby, Kevin, 26
Cross, Benjamin T., 11
Cruz, Ciro Velasco, 13
Culbreth, Ashley, 27
Cureton, Deona, 22
Curling, Michael, 23
Cutchin, Sean E., 35
D'Alessandro, Kacie C., 11
Dalkiran, Evim, 20
Dang, Ha Xuan, 32
Davies, Sarah, 5
Davis, Amanda K., 17
Davis, Christina C., 11,27,32
Dedhia, Sagar, 23
Detrie, Theresa A., 3

Roster of Awardees
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Dev Kumar, Govindaraj, 18
Dhillon, Harpreet Singh, 8
Diaz, Anjoli, 24
Dickhans, James, 23
Diesel, Elizabeth, 26
Dogan, Erhan, 15
Donnelly, David, 9
Donovan, Christine, 27
Dorn, Daniel, 23
Dorosz, Sven, 11,19
Doshi, Jigar, 23
Dudhat, Hiren, 24
Duff, Marissa, 6
Dunifon, Shea, 30
Dutta, Chandan, 35
Dyer, Matthew, 2
Eddy, Morgan, 11
Edmonds, Christopher, 
Edmonds, Yvette, 7,25
Edwards, Amanda L., 14,31,33
Elam, Kevin, 34
Eller, Paul, 31
Epler, Cory, 31
Ermann, Lauren, 28
Erturk, Alper, 22
Evans, Jay, 24
Faierson, Eric, 29
Farley, Kathryn Webb, 8
Fellow, Fugro, 20
Fenley, Andrew, 26
Finch, Rachel T., 12
Ford, John Leslie, 2
Fortenberry, Ryan, 32
Foster, Kevin M., 31
Frank, Daniel, 4
Fraser, Kino D. 29
Fratter, Christen, 14
Freeman, James, 34
Freeman, Laura J.,2,8,9,33
French, Rebecca, 26
Friend, Daniel H., 10
Froggett, Patricia Dowling, 19
Gabani, Tejas, 10,13
Gabor, Morgan, 29
Gaines, Jonathan, 17
Gallo, Alexandria, 8
Gantzer, Paul, 31
Gardner, Denise, 18
Garrett, Katherine, 27
Garrett, Kinyatta 14,34
Garrison, Evan, 24
Geiger, David A., 5
Gerber, Brian, 25
Gerdeman, John, 24
Gerike, Nicole, 33
Ghommem, Mehdi, 18

Glover, Wiljeana, 20
Gooden, Fleur, 15
Graham, Heather, 3,4,8,10
Grandinetti, Giovanna, 26
Green, Cynthia, 23
Green, Matthew, 26 
Green, Narkia, 9
Grohs, Jacob, 3
Gross, Martha E., 11
Gullapalli, Vamsi, 29
Gunberg, Kathryn A., 11
Guo, Cheng, 20
Gutierrez, Juan Claudio,
Gyenai, Kwaku, 26
Gyurisin, Stephen J.,20
Hallock, Douglas, 11,24
Halvorson, Rebecca A., 11,32
Hamilton, Joseph Lee, 24
Hamm, Laura, 25
Hampton, Carolyn, 5
Hancock, Amber, 26
Hannah, Sabrina, 18,26
Hao, Lu, 26
Hapuarachy, Shannon P., 12
Hard, Kristin, 20
Hardyniec, Andrew B., 12
Harrell, Leigh, 7
Harry, Matthew D., 3,24
Hatch, Tremain, 23
Haus, Kelly, 26
Hawthorne, Jessica, 27 
Hayden, Desmon, 22
He, Weiping, 6
Headley, William C., 10
Heard, Kimberly, 22
Hebdon, Drew, 24
Heffron, Jared D., 4
Henry, Jeremy, 16
Her, Young Gu, 20
Highfield, Crysta, 12
Hixson, Christa, 29
Hofman, Matthias, 5
Hogan, Shelly, 26
Holland, Kevin, 18,26
Holley, Troy, 19
Holt, Susan, 29
Hopkins, Julia Dawn, 33
Hopkinson, Leslie Clark, 6,16,21,32
Horseman, Tyler, 27
Hosey, Ashley, 29
Howard, Emily M., 3
Hoyle, Violet, 28
Hsiung, Chia-Ling, 35
Hu, Hongye, 24
Hu, Jianzhong, 21
Huang, Jessie, 26
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Huang, Ming-Wei, 24
Hudson, Kathleen, 24
Hudson, Wesley, 24
Hudson-Dunn, Allisyn, 30
Huffman, Christy L., 19
Hughes, Travis, 32
Hull, Matthew, 26
Hunt, Kelly R., 23
Hunt, Michael, 29
Hunter, Susan, 21
Huyck, Rebecca, 27
Iarikov, Dmitri D., 8
Irwin, Ryan E., 10
Izquierdo-Roman, Alonda, 34
Jacocks, Kyle, 13
James, Matthew B., 10
Jarrett, Jamie, 21
Jeffers, Ann E., 11
Jeffries, Sharon, 29
Jenson, Lacey, 4
Jia, Vaoshun, 5
Jinadra, Bhavesh, 24
Jo, Chang-Hyun, 22
Johnson, Ane, 7
Johnson, Cami, 25
Johnson, Lawrence, 22
Johnson, Mary E. 33
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